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Part I Reading Comprehension (2x20=40 4})

Directions: In this part for the test, there will be 5 passages for you to read. Each
passage is followed by 4 questions or unfinished statement, and each question or
unfinished statement is followed by four choices marked A, B, C and D. You are to
decide on the best choice by blackening the corresponding letter on the ANSWER
SHEET.

Passage One

One of the most intriguing stories of the Russian Revolution concerns the identity of
Anastasia, the youngest daughter of Czar Nicholas I During his reign over Russia, the
czar had planned to revoke many of the harsh laws established by previous czars. Some
workers and peasants. however, clamored for more rapid social reform. In 1918, a group
of these people known as Bolsheviks overthrew the government. On July 17 or 18, they
murdered the czar and what was thought to be his entire family.

Although witnesses vouched that all the members of the czar's family had been
executed, there were rumors suggesting that Anastasia had survived. Over the vears, a
number of women claimed to be Grand Duchess Anastasia. Perhaps the most famous
claimant was Anastasia Tschaikovsky, who was also known as Anna Anderson.

In 1920, 18 months after the czar's execution. this terrified young woman was rescued
from drowning in a Berlin river. She spent two years in a hospital, where she attempted
to reclaim her health and shattered mind. The doctors and nurses thought that she
resembled Anastasia and questioned her about her background. She disclaimed any
connection with the czar's family. Eight years later, however. she claimed that she was
Anastasia. She said that she had been rescued by two Russian soldiers after the czar and
the rest of her family had been killed. Two brothers named Tschaikovsky had carried her |
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into Romania. She had married one of the brothers. who had taken her to Berlin and left
her there, penniless and without a vocation. Unable to invoke the aid of her mother's
family in Germany, she had tried to drown herself.

During the next few years, scores of the czar's relatives, ex-servants, and acquaintances
interviewed her. Many of these people said that her looks and mannerisms were
evocative of the Anastasia that they had known. Her grandmother and other relatives
denied that she was the real Anastasia. however.

Tired of being accused of fraud, Anastasia immigrated to the United States in 1928 and
took the name Anna Anderson. She still wished to prove that she was Anastasia, though,
and returned to Germany in 1933 to bring suit against her mother's family. There she
declaimed to the court, asserting that she was indeed Anastasia and deserved her
inheritance.

In 1957. the court decided that it could neither confirm nor deny Anastasia's identity.
Although it will probably never be known whether this woman was the Grand Duchess
Anastasia, her search to establish her identity has been the subject of numerous books,
plays, and movies.

1. Some Russian peasants and workers for social reform.

A. longed
B. cried out
C. begged
D. hoped

2. Witnesses that all members of the czar's family had been executed.

A. gave assurance
B. thought

C. hoped

D. convinced some
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3. Tschaikovsky initially any connection with the czar's family.

A. denied
B. stopped
C. noted
D. justified

4. In court she maintaining that she was Anastasia and deserved her

inheritance.

A. finally appeared
B. spoke forcefully
C. gave testimony
D. gave evidence

Passage Two

The victory of the small Greek democracy of Athens over the mighty Persian Empire in
490 B.C. is one of the most famous events in history. Darius, king of the Persian
Empire. was furious because Athens had interceded for the other Greek city-states in
revolt against Persian domination. In anger the king sent an enormous army {0 defeat
Athens. He thought it would take drastic steps to pacify the rebellious part of the
empire.

Persia was ruled by one man. In Athens, however, all citizens helped to rule. Ennobled
by this participation, Athenians were prepared to die for their city-state. Perhaps this
was the secret of the remarkable victory at Marathon, which freed them from Persian
rule. On their way to Marathon, the Persians tried to fool some Greek city-states by
claiming to have come in peace. The frightened citizens of Delos refused to believe this.
Not wanting to abet the conquest of Greece, they fled from their city and did not return
until the Persians had left. They were wise, for the Persians next conquered the city of
Eritrea and captured its people.

Tiny Athens stood alone against Persia. The Athenian people went to their sanctuaries.
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There they prayed for deliverance. They asked their gods to expedite their victory. The
Athenians refurbished their weapons and moved to the plain of Marathon, where their
little band would meet the Persians. At the last moment. soldiers from Plataea reinforced
the Athenian troops.

The Athenian army attacked, and Greek citizens fought bravely. The power of the
mighty Persians was offset by the love that the Athenians had for their city. Athenians
defeated the Persians in both archery and hand combat. Greek soldiers seized Persian
ships and burned them, and the Persians fled in terror. Herodotus, a famous historian,
reports that 6,400 Persians died, compared to only 192 Athenians.

5. Athens had the other Greek city-states against the Persians.

A. refused help to

B. intervened on behalf of
C. wanted to fight

D. defeated

6. Darius took drastic steps to the rebellious Athenians.

A. weaken
B. destroy
C. calm
D. irritate

7. The people of Delos did not want to the conquest of Greece.

A. end

B. encourage

C. think about

D. daydream about

8. The Athenians were by some soldiers who arrived from Plataea.

A. welcomed
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B. strengthened
C. held
D. captured

Passage Three

Conflict had existed between Spain and England since the 1570s. England wanted a
share of the wealth that Spain had been taking from the lands it had claimed in the

Americas.

Elizabeth I, Queen of England, encouraged her staunch admiral of the navy. Sir Francis
Drake, to raid Spanish ships and towns. Though these raids were on a small scale, Drake
achieved dramatic success, adding gold and silver to England's treasury and diminishing
Spain's supremacy.

Religious differences also caused conflict between the two countries. Whereas Spain
was Roman Catholic, most of England had become Protestant. King Philip II of Spain
wanted to claim the throne and make England a Catholic country again. To satisfy his
ambition and also to retaliate against England's theft of his gold and silver, King Philip
began to build his fleet of warships, the Spanish Armada. in January 1586.

Philip intended his fleet to be indestructible. In addition to building new warships, he
marshaled 130 sailing vessels of all types and recruited more than 19.000 robust
soldiers and 8,000 sailors. Although some of his ships lacked guns and others lacked
ammunition, Philip was convinced that his Armada could withstand any battle with
England.

The martial Armada set sail from Lisbon, Portugal, on May 9, 1588, but bad weather
forced it back to port. The voyage resumed on July 22 after the weather became more

stable.

The Spanish fleet met the smaller, faster, and more maneuverable English ships in battle
off the coast of Plymouth, England. first on July 31 and again on August 2. The two
battles left Spain vulnerable, having lost several ships and with its ammunition depleted.
On August 7, while the Armada lay at anchor on the French side of the Strait of Dover,
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England sent eight burning ships into the midst of the Spanish fleet to set it on fire.
Blocked on one side, the Spanish ships could only drift away, their crews in panic and
disorder. Before the Armada could regroup. the English attacked again on August 8.

I

Although the Spaniards made a valiant effort to fight back. the fleet suffered extensive
damage. During the eight hours of battle. the Armada drifted perilously close to the .
rocky coastline. At the moment when it seemed that the Spanish ships would be driven
onto the English shore, the wind shifted, and the Armada drifted out into the North Sea.
The Spaniards recognized the superiority of the English fleet and returned home,
defeated.

9. Sir Francis Drake added wealth to the treasury and diminished Spain's

A. unlimited power
B. unrestricted growth
C. territory

D. treaties

10. King Philip recruited many soldiers and sailors.
A. warlike
B. strong

C. accomplished
D. timid

I1. The two battles left the Spanish fleet

A. open to change
B. triumphant

C. open to attack
D. defeated

—
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12. The Armada was on one side.

A. closed off
B. damaged
C. alone

D. circled

Passage Four

Mount Vesuvius, a volcano located between the ancient Italian cities of Pompeii and
Herculaneum, has received much attention because of its frequent and destructive
eruptions. The most famous of these eruptions occurred in A.D. 79.

The volcano had been inactive for centuries. There was little warning of the coming
eruption. although one account unearthed by archaeologists says that a hard rain and a
strong wind had disturbed the celestial calm during the preceding night. Early the next
morning, the volcano poured a huge river of molten rock down upon Herculaneum,
completely burying the city and filling the harbor with coagulated lava.

Meanwhile, on the other side of the mountain. cinders, stone and ash rained down on
Pompeii. Sparks from the burning ash ignited the combustible rooftops quickly. Large
portions of the city were destroyed in the conflagration. Fire, however, was not the only
cause of destruction. Poisonous sulfuric gases saturated the air. These heavy gases were
not buoyant in the atmosphere and therefore sank toward the earth and suffocated
people.

Over the years, excavations of Pompeii and Herculaneum have revealed a great deal
about the behavior of the volcano. By analyzing data. much as a zoologist dissects an
animal specimen, scientists have concluded that the eruption changed large portions of
the area's geography. For instance, it turned the Sarno River from its course and raised
the level of the beach along the Bay of Naples. Meteorologists studying these events
have also concluded that Vesuvius caused a huge tidal wave that affected the world's

climate.

In addition to making these investigations, archaeologists have been able to study the
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skeletons of victims by using distilled water to wash away the volcanic ash. By
strengthening the brittle bones with acrylic paint, scientists have been able to examine
the skeletons and draw conclusions about the diet and habits of the residents. Finally.
the excavations at both Pompeii and Herculaneum have yielded many examples of
classical art, such as jewelry made of bronze, which is an alloy of copper and tin. The
eruption of Mount Vesuvius and its tragic consequences have provided everyone with a
wealth of data about the effects that volcanoes can have on the surrounding area. Today,
volcanologists can locate and predict eruptions, saving lives and preventing the
destruction of other cities and cultures.

13. Herculaneum and its harbor were buried under lava.

A. liquid

B. solid

C. flowing

D. gas

14. The poisonous gases were not in the air.

A. able to float

B. visible

C. able to evaporate
D. invisible

15. Scientists analyzed data about Vesuvius in the same way that a zoologist
a specimen.

A. describes in detail

B. studies by cutting apart
C. photographs

D. chart

16. have concluded that the volcanic eruption caused a tidal wave.

| A. Scientists who study oceans
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B. Scientists who study atmospheric conditions .
C. Scientists who study ash
D. Scientists who study animal behavior

Passage Five

Normally a student must attend a certain number of courses in order to graduate, and
each course which he attends gives him a credit which he may count towards a degree.
In many American universities the total work for a degree consists of thirty-six courses
each lasting for one semester. A typical course consists of three classes per week for
fifteen weeks; while attending a university a student will probably attend four or five
courses during each semester. Normally a student would expect to take four years
attending two semesters each year. It is possible to spread the period of work for the
degree over a longer period. It is also possible for a student to move between one
university and another during his degree course, though this is not in fact done as a
regular practice.

For every course that he follows a student is given a grade, which is recorded, and the
record is available for the student to show to prospective employers. Al this imposes
a constant pressure and strain of work, but in spite of this some students still find time
for great activity in student affairs. Elections to position in student organizations
arouse much enthusiasm. The effective work of main-training discipline is usually
performed by students who advise the academic authorities. Any student who is
thought to have broken the rules, for example, by cheating has to appear before a
student court.  With the enormous numbers of students, the operation of the system
does involve a certain amount of activity. A student who has held one of these
positions of authority is much respected and it will be of benefit to him later in his
career.

17. According to the first paragraph an American student is allowed

A. to live in a different university

B. to take a particular course in a different university
C. to live at home and drive to classes

D. to get two degrees from two different universities
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18. American university students are usually under pressure of work
because s

A. their academic performance will affect their future careers
B. they are heavily involved in student affairs

C. they have to observe university discipline

D. they want to run for positions of authority

19. Some students are enthusiastic for positions in student organizations probably
because

A. they hate the constant pressure and strain of their study
B. they will then be able to stay longer in the university
C. such positions help them get better jobs

D. such positions are usually well paid

20. The student organizations seem to be effective in

A. dealing with the academic affairs of the university

B. ensuring that the students observe university regulations

C. evaluating students’ performance by bringing them before a court
D. keeping up the students’ enthusiasm for social activities

Part Il English-Chinese Translation (5x4=20 4})

Directions: Read the following passage, and then translate the underlined parts,
numbered from (1) to (4), from English into Chinese. Please write Your answer on the
ANSWER SHEET.

(1)There could not have been a safer bet when it began in 1969 than that “Sesame
Street” would be embraced by children, parents and educators. Children loved it
because they were raised on television commercials, which they intuitively knew were
the most carefully crafted entertainments on television. To those who had not yet been
to school, even to those who had just started, the idea of being taught by a series of
commercials did not seem peculiar. And that television should entertain them was taken
as a matter of course.

(2)Parents embraced “Sesame Street” for several reasons, among_them that it
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assuaged their guilt over the fact that they could not or would not restrict their children’s
access to television. “Sesame Street” appeared to justify allowing a four- or
five-year-old to sit transfixed in front of a television screen for unnatural periods of
time. Parents were eager to hope that television could teach their children something
other than which breakfast cereal has the most crackle. At the same time, “Sesame
Street” relieved them of the responsibility of teaching their pre-school children how to
read—no small matter in a culture where children are apt to be considered a nuisance.
They could also plainly see that in spite of its faults, “Sesame Street” was entirely
consonant with the prevailing spirit of America. Its use of cute puppets, celebrities,
catchy tunes, and rapid-fire editing was certain to give pleasure to the children and
would therefore serve as adequate preparation for their entry into a fun-loving culture.

(3)As for educators, they generally approved of “Sesame Street,” too. Contrary to
common opinion, they are apt to find new methods congenial. especially if they are told
that education can be accomplished more efficiently by means of the new techniques.
(That is why such ideas as “teacher-proof™ textbooks, standardized tests, and, now,
micro-computers have been welcomed into the classroom.) “Sesame Street” appeared to
be an imaginative aid in solving the growing problem of teaching Americans how to
read, while, at the same time, encouraging children to love school.

We now know that “Sesame Street” encourages children to love school only if
school is like “Sesame Street.” Which is to say, we now know that “Sesame Street”
undermines what the traditional idea of schooling represents. Whereas a classroom is a
place of social interaction, the space in front of a television set is a private preserve.
Whereas in a classroom, one may ask a teacher questions, one can ask nothing of a
television screen. Whereas school is centered on the development of language,
television demands attention to images. Whereas attending school is a legal
requirement, watching television is an act of choice. Whereas in school, one fails to
attend to the teacher at the risk of punishment, no penalties exist for failing to attend to
the television screen. (4)Whereas to behave oneself in school means to observe rules of
public decorum, television watching requires no such observances, has no concept of
public decorum. Whereas in a classroom. fun is never more than a means to an end, on
television it is the end in itself.

Part[II Chinese-English Translation (20 7)
Directions: Translate the following paragraph from Chinese into English. Please write
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your answer on the ANS WER SHEET.
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Part [V Short Essay Writing (20 5
For many cat lovers, owning a cat is an absolute dream that may be difficult to

fulfill. Therefore, the option of “raising cloud cats” has taken social media by storm
with the group of devotees naming themselves “cat sniffers”. Write an article for about
200 words to state your opinion on this phenomenon.
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